Class Session: The President and Domestic Politics


In this first of two sessions on the presidency, we’ll explore the president’s role in domestic politics. We’ll explain the conditions that have expanded the president’s domestic political role beyond what the framers of the Constitution anticipated; examine the president’s ability to initiate and promote major policy initiatives; and explore the conditions affecting presidential policy success. We’ll cap the discussion by looking briefly at three cases: the 1964 Food Stamp Act and the two major economic stimulus bills (the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the 2011 American Jobs Act) that President Obama proposed to Congress during his first term.

Text Readings:
Thomas E. Patterson, We the People: An Introduction to American Government, 11e (NY: McGraw-Hill, 2015): 372-377, 391-401

Other Readings:
Norm Ornstein, “The Most Enduring Myth about the Presidency,” National Journal, April 22, 2014
http://www.nationaljournal.com/washington-inside-out/the-most-enduring-myth-about-the-presidency-20140422
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew Eschbaug-Soha, “The Politics of Presidential Agendas” Political Research Quarterly (2005) (read only pp. 257-261, 266)http://www.psci.unt.edu/~EshbaughSoha/jun05prq.pdf

Case Readings: The session will compare two cases from President Obama’s first term: an economic stimulus bill passed by Congress in 2009 and a follow-up stimulus bill defeated in Congress in 2011. These two brief news articles describe the disposition of the stimulus bills.
David Herszenhorn, “Recovery Bill Gets Final Approval,” New York Times, February 13, 2009
 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/14/us/politics/14web-stim.html
“Senate Rejects Slimmed Down Obama Jobs Bill,” Dallas Morning News, October 20, 2011
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/washington/20111020-senate-rejects-slimmed-down-obama-jobs-bill.ece

